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what the increasing movement toward a global  
village and globalization entails. The map in Figure 3.1 
challenges our ethnocentric view of the world. Note 
how you react.

U.S. foreign relations illustrate how ethnocentrism 
can produce hostility. Many U.S. citizens are surprised 
to learn that the United States—a great democracy, 
world power, and disseminator of food, medicine, and 
technological assistance to developing nations—is 
despised in many countries. Anti-U.S. demonstra-
tions in South America, the Middle East, and Asia have 
brought this reality to life through television. The 10 
countries with the most negative feelings according 
to polls are Pakistan, the Palestinian territories, Algeria, 
Lebanon, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Yemen, Greece, and Serbia 
(Sauter, Weigley, and Hess 2013). One cause is the 
political dominance of the United States and the threat 
it poses to other people’s way of life. In many places of 
the world, people believe U.S. citizens think only about 
their own welfare as their country exploits weaker 
nations. U.S. tourists are sometimes seen as loud-
mouthed ignoramuses whose ethnocentric attitudes 

disintegrating change. If most people in a society  
did not believe in the rules and values of their own  
culture, the result could be widespread dissent,  
deviance, or crime.

Unfortunately, ethnocentrism can lead to misun-
derstandings between people of different cultures. 
The same ethnocentric attitudes that strengthen 
ties between some people may encourage hostility, 
racism, war, and genocide against others—even oth-
ers within the society—who are different. Virtually 
all societies tend to “demonize” their adversary—in 
movies, the news, and political speeches—espe-
cially when a conflict is most intense. Dehumanizing 
another group with labels makes it easier to torture 
or kill its members or to perform acts of discrimina-
tion and brutality against them. We see this in the cur-
rent conflict in Syria in which both sides in the conflict 
feel hatred for each other. However, as we become 
a part of a global social world, it becomes increas-
ingly important to accept those who are “different.” 
Bigotry and attitudes of superiority do not enhance 
cross-national cooperation and trade—which is  
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FIGURE 3.1  “Southside Up” Global Map

Source: Map by Anna Versluis.

Note: This map illustrates geographic ethnocentrism. U.S. citizens tend to assume it is natural that the north should always be “on top.” The fact that 
this map of the world is upside-down, where south is “up,” seems incorrect or disturbing to some people. Most people think of their countries or 
regions as occupying a central and larger part of the world.




